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·'' EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-738 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
WORLD-RENOWED PIANIST TO PERFORM AT EIU 
December 5, 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Ruth Slenczynska, world-renowned pianist, will 
perform at Eastern Illinois University Friday evening (Dec. 8) with the 
EIU Community Orchestra as part of the University's fourth annual 
community holiday party celebration. 
The traditional party hosted by President and Mrs. Stan Rives will 
precede the concert. The party will be held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
North Foyer, Booth Library. 
The concert will begin at 7:40 p.m. in the Dvorak Concert Hall, 
Doudna Fine Arts Building. Seating in Dvorak is complimentary and 
limited. 
Those attending the party and concert, both of which are open to 
the public, may park in any campus parking space, except those marked 
for the handicapped. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1 HOLIDAY PARTY 
The orchestra will begin the concert program by playing an overture 
by Tchaikovsky. Miss Slenczynska will follow with a performance of a 
piece by Chopin and then will join the orchestra in the presentation of 
a piano concerto by Saint-Saens. 
Miss Slenczynska, who is the first American female pianist in 
history to celebrate 50 years of professional music-making, made her 
debut in New York City at the age of eight. Since then she has made 
more than 3,000 concert appearances and recorded over 100 
compositions. Most recently she completed a concert tour of Iceland, 
Ireland and England. 
She has been called "greatest among women pianists today" by the 
London Times and is the recipient of the Polish Golden Cross of Merit 
and a Fellowship in the International Academy of Arts and Letters, 
Geneva. 
Miss Slenczynska writes for professional journals and has authored 
two books. Her life has been the subject of several national 
television programs and magazine features. 
Performing during the holiday party will be the Charleston High 
School Variations Show Choir, Coles County Barbershoppers Chorus, 
Eastern Illinois University Chamber Singers and Charleston Sacred Harp 
Singers. 
During the party, President Rives will light the EIU tree and Mrs. 
Winifred Doudna of Charleston will present the Doudna Memorial 
Scholarship. 
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